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SUBJECT: POLITICAL PRISONERS - NEPAL HUMAN RIGHTS REPORT 

REF: STATE 289424 AND TEXTS OF HUMAN RIGHTS REPORTS 

FOR NEA/INS PERCIVAL 

1 . BELIEVE SOME MODIFICATION OF "ARBITRARY ARREST 
OR IMPRISONMENT" SECTION IS DESIRABLE IN BOTH 
CLASSIFIED AND UNCLASSIFIED VERSIONS. THE NUMBER OF 
PERSONS HELD UNDER THE PUBLIC SECURITY ACT VARIES 
FROM TIME TO TIME, BUT IS CURRENTLY RELATIVELY SMALL. 

OUR BEST ESTIMATE IS NO MORE THAN 50, BUT WE THINK 

IT WOULD BE BEST TO AVOID MENTION OF ANY SPECIFIC FIGURE. 

IN ADDITION, REFERENCE TO B.P. KOIRALA IN THE CONFIDENTIAL 
VERSION AS IT NOW STANDS IS MISLEADING IN THAT HE IS NOT 
RPT NOT NOW BEING HELD UNDER THE PUBLIC SECURITY ACT. 

2. SUGGEST THAT THIRD SENTENCE OF UNCLASSIFIED VERSION 

BE DELETED AND LAST SENTENCE BE REPLACED WITH FOLLOWING: 
"ONLY A SMALL NUMBER OF PERSONS CONTINUE TO BE TECHNICALLY 
HELD UNDER THE SECURITY ACT, BUT APPROXIMATELY 
100 CURRENT PRISONERS HELD UNDER CRIMINAL STATUTES MAY 
CONFIDENTIAL 
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HAVE BEEN ARRESTED FOR POLITICALLY-INSPIRED ACTIONS." 

3. SUGGEST THAT CLASSIFIED VERSION OF SAME PARAGRAPH 
BE CHANGED TO READ AS FOLLOWS: "THE PUBLIC SECURITY 
ACT OF 1961 PROVIDES FOR PREVENTITIVE DETENTION AND 
'OTHER MEASURES" AS MAY BE REQUIRED TO "MAINTAIN PEACE 
AND SECURITY". OPPONENTS OF THE MONARCHY HAVE IN THE 
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PAST BEEN JAILED WITHOUT KNOWING THE CHARGES AGAINST 
THEM OR HAVING RECOURSE TO LEGAL APPEAL FOR LONG PERIODS 
OF TIME. THE BEST KNOWN OPPOSITION LEADER, FORMER PRIME 
MINISTER B.P. KOIRALA, WAS HELD FOR EIGHT YEARS DURING 
THE 1960'S, REARRESTED ON SEVERAL CRIMINAL CHARGES LAST 
DECEMBER WHEN HE RETURNED TO KATHMANDU FROM SELF-EXILE 
IN INDIA, AND THEN TEMPORARILY RELEASED FOR MEDICAL 
TREATMENT IN THE U.S. RECENTLY HE WAS AGAIN DETAINED ON 
CHARGES AFTER HIS RETURN TO KATHMANDU. THE PRIME MINISTER 
OF NEPAL HAS SAID THAT HENCEFORTH ONLY PERSONS CHARGED 
WITH SPECIFIC CRIMINAL OFFENSES WILL BE KEPT IN JAIL, BUT 
PREVENTIVE DETENTION IS STILL BEING USED, THOUGH MORE 
SPARINGLY, AGAINST SOME WHO VIOLATE THE GROUND RULES FOR 
ACCEPTABLE POLITICAL ACTIVITY. WHILE ONLY A FEW CONTINUE 
TO BE TECHNICALLY HELD UNDER THE SECURITY ACT, APPROXIMATELY, 
100 CURRENT PRISONERS ARRESTED UNDER CRIMINAL STATUTES 
MAY HAVE HAD THIS ACTION TAKEN AGAINST THEM ON POLITICAL 
GROUNDS." 

4. ASSUME WE WILL HAVE OPPORTUNITY TO COMMENT ON FINAL DRAFTS 
OF CEP'S FOR NEPAL BEFORE THEY ARE SUBMITTED. 

HECK 
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